
Q:Q: Can fasteners / fastener systems 
other than those recognized in the 
James Hardie® NER-405 report be used?

A:A: YES, if they provide equivalent 
performance.                                           
Review statement in James Hardie’s 
Literature below. 



Q:Q: Is the 50 year James 
Hardie Product Warranty void 
if I use GypFast nails?

A:A: NO, the warranty covers 
materials.  Method of 
installation is dictated by 
local building codes and is 
the responsibility of the 
installer of the product to 
determine the warranty of 
proper installation . 



E-mail Response from James Hardie in regards to:

Equivalency - Use of Alternate Product and the Effect on Warranty

Barry,

Currently, ICC-ES Legacy Report NER-405 recognizes the use of either ET&F “pin” fasteners for
the face nailing of James Hardie lap sidings and panels to minimum 20 ga. metal framing or
ET&F “Panelfast®” fasteners for blind nailing of James Hardie lap sidings also to minimum 20ga.
metal framing. All of the structural details (wind loads and shear values) related to the
applications are as outlined in Tables 2a, 2b and 3 of the Legacy Report.

The recognition to use alternative fasteners in lieu of those specified in the Legacy report
is left to the code agency having jurisdiction (the Building Official).

James Hardie provides a product-only warranty with the caveat that the product must be
installed in accordance with the applicable building code, the Legacy Report, and the
manufacturer’s installation instructions (also referenced in the Evaluation Report).

James Hardie does not warrant installation or system performance nor do we write letter of
Opinion concerning the use of alternative methods of construction to that specifically described in
the Legacy Report and our installation instructions. 

When the code agency having jurisdiction (the Building Official) approves the use of alternative
fasteners in lieu of those specified in the Legacy Report, the construction is “deemed-to-comply”
with the applicable building code.  The code agency having jurisdiction (the Building Official) has
the final legal authority to permit construction within their jurisdiction.

This has been my understanding of this code compliance and regulatory issue for the past 28
years.

Regards,

John Mulder
(909) 356-6366 E-mail dated 3/1/06



ITW-Buildex                        
Gyp-Fast™ nail 246.2 2181.2

Pull-Out Test Data
5/16”Hardiplank® / 20g - 33ksi
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